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Dear Library Supporter,
Libraries enhance and add value to their communities and while doing so, they save
people money. When people think about libraries saving them money, they typically
think of checking out the latest best sellers vs. paying to purchase hard cover books.
There are many ways the Belfast Free Library can save you money. Borrowing
hard-copy books, CDs, and DVDs are the most obvious. (I love having a stack
of library picture books for the grandkids when they come for a visit.) Making
magazines, newspapers, computers, story times, programs, and exhibits available
are just a few other money-saving offerings.
By far the most profoundly utilized library resource during COVID has been the
library’s cloudLibrary and digital collections that offer eBooks, audiobooks, streaming
music and films as well as many online reference resources…available 7 days a
week, 24 hours a day free of charge. Wow! The statistics that reflect the usage of
these collections were through the roof each and every month during the past year.
Ensuring the availability and dependability of these costly resources became a priority
as they allowed the library and community to stay connected throughout this very
challenging period.
The library adds value to homes and neighborhoods in some subtle and unexpected
ways. The American Library Association refers to a study that indicates public
libraries are responsible for increasing home values in the communities they serve.
The closer a home is to a library, the more it is worth.
Libraries enhance and add value to their communities and in turn, communities
enhance and add value to their libraries. That is certainly true here in Belfast.
It is the hope of the Trustees that you will show your support of the library during
this Annual Appeal so that the library can continue to be a valuable resource for
individuals and for the community as a whole.
With gratitude,

Kay Zegel, President
The Board of Trustees
Your donation can also be made at the library’s website www.belfastlibrary.org
The Belfast Free Library is a not for profit organization recognized as tax exempt under Internal Revenue code
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