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October 10, 2025

Before I ask for your financial support of the Belfast Free Library during this year’s

annual appeal, I want to ask a question...Do you have a library story?

Many people do. A library story is a re-telling of a personal experience you had
within a public library that caused a shift in your worldview or altered your life’s
path in some positive way. You often hear library stories from authors, artists, actors
and actresses who attribute their success to childhood library visits or that special

librarian who inspired their love of reading and books.

My own library story has a lot to do with living in a small working class town
where the library was quite small but held a special place in the community. When
I first discovered the library, I was probably around 7 years old. I thought it was just
about the best idea I ever heard of...borrowing books free of charge and bringing
them back after you've read them. I thought that was very kind and thoughtful. It
inspired me to take my brother’s “Hardy Boys” book collection and create a lending
library for all of his friends. Of course, I was the kind and thoughtful librarian who
stamped out all the books!

Library stories are still around today, and you are part of those stories through your
generosity. A story may begin as a child or teenager explores the library’s children’s
or young adult collections or listens to one of our librarians read a new book. Or
perhaps those stories continue as adults come to programs in the Abbott Room to
learn about climate change, wildlife, or genealogy. Whether we turn to the library
for information, entertainment, or community, there is something for each of us at
the library, and with your help, we can continue the critical work that our library
staff does.

You've made a difference in the past with your generous support. Please do so again

so everyone’s library stories will continue on and on and on.

Sincerely,

Koy Zgel

President, Board of Trustees

Your donation can also be made at the library’s website www.belfastlibrary.org
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